Medical Hegemony and Heterogeneous Narratives: Media

Representations of the Mentally Challenged in China
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At the time when myriad audio-visual media are prevalent, my research attempts to draw a picture
of the media representations of the mentally challenged in China and dig out the power structure
and new patterns behind this picture, exploring whether it conceals certain moral and ethical issues.
I found that media representations surrounding the controversial issue of the mentally challenged
also construct a complicated scene. In addition to the long-standing stigma and dominant psychiatric
discourse, there are also romantic imaginations among grassroots, mystifications by religion, the
self-narratives of individuals, and the humanistic record of the artist, etc. These different
representations compete with each other, constructing a spatial tension of conflict, dialogue, and

blending. In order to further clarify, I focus on the analysis of the most dominant representational



picture, that is, the dominance of Western psychiatric discourse. To this end, I try to bring out the

discussions of heterogeneous narratives and subaltern patients who are spoken of as "other".
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